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Introduction

Scientists are increasingly challenged to engage in 
ethical reflection on their research
However, several findings show that scientists are 
likely to have an outlook which is different to that of 
lay people. 
This seems to indicate that, in order for scientists to 
perform a reliable ethical reflection, it is necessary 
to engage them in dialogue with other stakeholders 
• The worry would be that they would not succeed in getting 

an accurate understanding of other stakeholders
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Agenda

This picture needs to be nuanced.
We report an attempt to engage scientists in 
reflecting on ethical issues on their own 
without the involvement of external 
stakeholders. 
• Four workshops held within the EADGENE 

Network of Excellence, aimed at ethical reflection. 
• Fifth workshop which included external 

stakeholders. 
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Modified Ethical Matrix

The Ethical matrix was originally designed for use in 
multiple stakeholder groups. 
However, successful use of the Ethical Matrix is 
primarily dependent on its users being prepared to 
engage conscientiously in putting themselves in the 
shoes of other parties. 
Hence, there appears to be nothing in principle 
against using the Ethical Matrix in a modified form, 
where only one stakeholder group participates.
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The Four Workshops
Roslin Institute (November 2007), 
University of Liege (December 2007), 
Wageningen University (January 2008) and 
INRA, Paris (February, 2008). 

The participants were mostly scientists from universities and industry 
(representatives from the breeding industry participate in the 
Network). 
One or two persons with a professional ethics background also 
participated. 
Each workshop used a case emerging from research in the host 
institute to initiate the discussion. However, the discussions also 
comprised more general issues in animal disease genomics research.
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Aim of the Workshops
To allow for an exchange and analysis of viewpoints and 
To build capacity to make ethical deliberation. 

The aim was not to arrive at some consensus, but to note and 
clarify perspectives and focus. 
The participants were asked to answer the following four 
questions: 
• What are the ethical issues at stake in relation to the case - and to 

animal disease genomics?
• What ethical issues would you consider most significant? 
• What are your main responsibilities with regard to these issues?
• How should these issues be dealt with?
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The Matrix Used in the Workshops
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The Workshop with External Stakeholders

Roslin Institute (January 2009) 
Participants from the Network and selected 
external stakeholders, mainly from various 
NGOs concerning agriculture and animal 
welfare. 
The objective and the questions of this 
workshop were the same; 
• however this workshop did not build on a specific 

case (as the four other workshops did). 
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Outcome - Benefits

The participants expected research to lead to 
substantial benefits, such as 
• Increased production efficiency for producers 

• (in theory leading to lower prices or more opportunities 
for consumers), 

• Better food safety for consumers or 
• Better welfare for production animals. 
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The Scientists Themselves

For themselves, the scientists wanted their 
research to be valuable for society 
Also, the scientific ambition is to gain fundamental 
insights. 
• However, there was a perception among them that it 

becomes more difficult to rise funding for basic research. 
• The large proportion of privately funded research raised 

concerns about restrictions on the right to publish (e.g. 
negative results). 

• Patenting and private ownership of results also gave rise to 
concerns.
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Outcome - Costs

The costs were mainly seen to befall the research 
animals who often suffer during the experiments. 
It is an important aim to see if the suffering can be 
avoided or at least reduced. 
• However, if the sample size becomes too small to draw 

significant conclusions from the experiment, the benefits 
may get lost. 

• Hence, a dilemma between these two aims was identified. 
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